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McFall Center - BGSU 

BGSU selected IPS to perform 

a $720,000 program to 

upgrade the electrical 

infrastructure at McFall Center 

on the BGSU campus. The 

upgrade included removing 

the existing transformers 

inside the McFall Center and 

setting new transformers 

outside of and adjacent to the 

building. It also included the 

design and 

restoration of 

tunnel tops and 

walls that were 

experiencing 

infiltration of 

water into the 

tunnel.  

IPS along with Mannik & Smith 

Group, studied the causes, 

found solutions and solved the 

problems associated with the 

infiltration. 

IPS evaluated and specified 

the restoration products and 

installation techniques to 

eliminate water infiltration 

before making any repairs to 

the tunnel structures. This 

tunnel top replacement 

required the removal of the 

side walk and the subbase 

located over the tunnel. 

 IPS coordinated with the 

university to ensure safe and 

efficient access in the 

construction area. 
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Prevent Falls This Fall! 
 
Fatalities caused by falls from elevation continue to 
be a leading cause of death for construction workers, 
accounting for 337 of the 874 construction fatalities 
recorded in 2013. Those deaths were preventable. Fall 
prevention safety standards were among the top 10 
most frequently cited OSHA standards, during fiscal 
year 2014. 
 
On almost every job we work at there are fall hazards. 
OSHA requires that one of four types of fall protection 
systems are to be used whenever you are exposed to 
a fall hazard of 6 feet or greater (General Industry 4’).  
 
These systems are: 

❖ Personal Fall Arrest System 
❖ Guard Railing System 
❖ Safety Nets 
❖ Hole Covers 

 
The best system is always a proper guard rail system, 
but in the construction industry guard rail systems are 
often difficult to maintain during construction. Safety 
nets are great, but not feasible most of the time. This 
leaves personal fall arrest systems. 
 
This system is made up of: 

❖ A full-body harness (with the D ring connection 
in the upper center of the back) 

❖ A lanyard or a retractable device (with built in 
deceleration features) 

❖ An anchorage connecting device such as a 
Cross-arm strap (D-Ring), beam clamps, etc. 

❖ An anchorage point (capable of supporting at 
least 5,000 pounds) 

When using your Personal Fall Arrest System, be sure 
to pre-inspect all the parts. If any parts are damaged, 
they must be immediately removed from service and 
replaced.  
 
Make sure you are using a correct anchorage point. 
Usually any structural steel (vertical or horizontal 
members) is acceptable. Do not use diagonal steel, 
guard railings, anything electrical, insulated piping of 
any size, any piping used for pressures above 300 psi, 
any piping used for any hot materials, or any piping 
smaller than 8” with greater than 10-foot support 
spans. 
 
Next – always tie off as high as possible – this limits 
your fall distance.  If you are working at heights 
greater than 6 feet but less than 20 feet, a retractable 
lanyard should be used. 
 
Finally, think about the hazards. Are you going to 
work in a situation where you need a double lanyard 
system to maintain 100% tie off – such as a high line 
or working outside of a lift? IPS recently purchased 30 
self-retractable double lanyards. These devices are 
perfect for these situations.  
 
Pre plan your job; get the tools and equipment you 
need prior to the job. This avoids making a bad choice 
that could lead to a fall, injury, or death. 

 

Safety Tips for Fall 
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When the Gift of Life Michigan: Organ and 
Tissue Donation organization in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan decided to upgrade their facility they 
chose IPS to provide a turnkey approach. The 

scope of work for the Gift of Life 
west office space renovation 
(pictured left) included demolition 
of existing walls and ceiling, and 
layout of new offices to better 
utilize the space. (pictured right) 
Installation included walls, ceiling, 
painting, wood man doors, a new 
2x2 ceiling grid and new flooring to 
complete the spaces. Electrical 
upgrades include new LED lights, 
CAT6 data drops for new offices, 
electrical outlets, and fire alarm 
updates. The HVAC diffusers and ductwork were modified for the new office 

layout to assure comfort along with the new visual appeal of the office spaces. IPS promptly completed the 
renovation to Gift of Life’s satisfaction.  

Sophia Howard, daughter of IPS employee Matt Howard was featured as 

the WTOL Athlete of the Week for her archery skills. 

 Sophia has been competing since she was nine years old, and she’s just 

getting started. She is a 5-time USA National Tournament Champion, 

received a Grand National Championship and completed the trials for 

the USA World Team.  

“I thought it was going to be a backyard sport, like I’d do it for fun when 

I got home from school, but it’s taken me a lot of places,” Sophia told 

WTOL.  

“I didn’t think I’d come this far at all”. Sophia uses a compound bow for 

various competitions across the country, but some tournaments in the 

Toledo area draw many world-renowned archers. These tournaments 

are available to all, and many children (some as young as eight years old) come to get their first taste of the 

sport. IPS is proud to support Sophia Howard and her archery endeavors. 

Sophia Howard Shoots for the Sky 
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Brian Chapman has joined the 
IPS team as Vice President 
responsible for continued 
growth of IPS’ general 
contracting, construction 
management, design-build and 
EPC group.  Brian will report to 
Kevin Gray, CEO. 
 Prior to joining IPS, Brian was 

COO for a local environmental 

solutions company and VP of a 

$500 MM renewable energy 

development organization in 

Chicago. His entrepreneurial and 

operation knowledge in 

engineering, construction and 

other strategic business 

endeavors over 20 years make 

him a great fit for new and 

existing customer relationships 

and continued operational 

excellence. Brian is a graduate of 

Cornell University College of 

Engineering and the proud father 

of boys, Oscar (9), Bobby (8) and 

Vernon (6). 

IPS Employees along with family and 

friends joined together at the 

Centennial Quarry for the 

Ohio/Michigan 5/8K run (pictured 
right) on Thursday, July 12, 2018.  

The walk/run was hosted by Dave’s 

Running, a local club that has a large 

presence in the Toledo community. 

The two runs had over 1,500 

participants, as well as a 1-mile 

fun run for the kids. Afterwards, 

the event had food, drinks, 

swimming and live music.  

IPS sponsored 18 runners for the 

NWOH Spirit of Sierah Run in 

Sylvania, Ohio. This event is 

hosted by Ice Industries in honor 

of Sierah Joughin. She was the 

niece of Tara and Howard Ice 

pictured in the Superwoman and 

Superman costumes. 

IPS had a strong pre sence, wearing 
matching pink IPS t-shirts (pictured 
below) while braving the cold, wind 

and rain to help support this great 

cause. The money raised goes 

toward educating people on 

Sierah’s Law, a violent offender 

database and self-defense classes 

for women in our area. 

Industrial Power Systems recently hired Brian Chapman as Vice President 

  The IPS Run Team pulls together to support local events! 


