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Rossford   Historical Renovation Now Complete 
After 20 years of 
sitting idle, the 
100 year old 
Ford Club 
located at 146 
Dixie Highway in 
Rossford is now 
the new home 
of IPS’s 
Corporate 
Headquarters.   

IPS purchased 
the 27,000 sq. 
ft. Ford Club 
building, and will use it as 
Corporate Office Space for 
employees.  The building is 
conveniently located across 
the street from the IPS’s 
100,000 sf fabrication facility.  
The new location provides 
additional office space for 
expanding management and 
administrative staff.   

IPS Chief Executive Officer, 
Kevin Gray, noted the 
significance of the purchase.  
“This is a great building, rich 
in history, which IPS will be 
proud to call home.  We are 
committed to restoring the 
Club to its former glory and 
look forward to continuing 
business in the City of 
Rossford.”  

The building is situated next 
to the current Pilkington, NSG 
manufacturing plant.  The 
plant was first established in 
1898 by Edward Ford, and was 
then known as Ford Plate 
Glass Company.  Edward Ford 
ordered construction of the 
Ford Club in 1917 and 
dedicated it for use as a place 
for Ford Plate Glass 
employees to socialize.  The 
building held a grand 
ballroom, volleyball, shuffle 
board, basketball court, and 
even a 4 lane bowling alley.  
Over the years the building 
has served as business space 
for a variety of tenants.   

The building is on the 
National Historic register 
and IPS has revealed much 
of the hidden treasures 
within the building. The 
renovation was completed 
in October 2017. 
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Space Heater Safety Tips 
In order to save money in the colder 
months, many people opt to use a 
space heater to heat one room 
rather than heat the entire structure. 
Regardless of your plan, it is 
important to be cautious. The 
National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA) estimates that nearly 18,000 
residential fires every year are 
associated with the use of room 
(space) heaters.* 
 
Space Heater Selection 
Before purchasing a space heater, it 
is important to consider how it will 
be used. Will it be used for 
supplemental heat in colder rooms or 
other areas, or will it be used for 
emergency heat? As a general rule of 
thumb, electric space heaters are 
typically safer than portable fuel-
burning models (e.g. natural gas, 
propane, kerosene.) 
 
Remember to choose a unit that is 
listed or labeled by a nationally 
recognized testing laboratory such as 
UL (Underwriters Laboratories), CSA 
(Canadian Standards Association) or 
ETL (Intertek). This will ensure that 
the heater’s construction and 
performance meet voluntary safety 
standards. 
 
Also, look for specific safety features 
that will shut the unit off under 
certain conditions.  

 
These can include: 

• Overheating 
• Low oxygen levels (aka 

oxygen depletion sensor) 
• Tip-over switch 
• Touch sensor (if the grill is 

touched) 
 

Use Caution with Space Heaters 
A space heater can be an effective 
way to warm up a chilly room, but it's 
essential that you read the 
instructions on the unit before you 
use it. If your space heater requires 
venting, it should be vented to the 
outdoors. Never use your stove or 
oven to heat your home. Always 
allow at least three feet of empty 
area around space heaters. 
 Setup and Use 
When setting up a space heater, 
remember to keep it at least 36 
inches from any flammable or 
combustible materials and place it on 
the floor, unless it is designed 
otherwise. 
Areas where space heaters are used 
should be free of flammable liquids. 
Do not put them on easily ignitable 
or combustible surfaces, such as rugs 
or carpets, or use them to dry wet 
clothing. 
When using a fuel-fired space heater 
in an enclosed area, it is a good idea 
to leave a window or door partially 
open to allow for fresh air to enter. 
This will help prevent carbon 
monoxide (CO) buildup or a 

depletion of oxygen. Never take a 
gas-fired or kerosene heater into a 
confined space as the results could 
be deadly. 
All unvented fuel-fired heaters 
manufactured after 1983 should be 
equipped with an oxygen depletion 
sensor (ODS). The ODS will shut off a 
heater if it detects a reduced level of 
oxygen in the area where the heater 
is being used For natural gas or 
propane-fired space heaters, 
remember the following safety tips: 

• If you smell gas, do not 
attempt to light the space 
heater. Turn off all controls, 
open a window or door and 
leave the area. 
 

• Remember that, unlike 
natural gas, propane is 
heavier than air and does not 
dissipate rapidly. If you smell 
gas, do not touch any 
electrical switches or use an 
electrical appliance, radio or 
telephone in the area you 
smell gas. Do not smoke. A 
spark could ignite the gas. 
 

Electric heaters should be kept out of 
wet or moist places like bathrooms 
as water could lead to a fire or shock 
hazard. Also, be sure to plug electric 
space heaters directly into an outlet 
since using extension cords could 
result in overheating and fire. 

Portions of this article were taken from 
Kate Miller-Wilson, LovetoKnow.com 

Safety Tips for Winter 

https://www.travelers.com/resources/home/safety/how-to-prevent-carbon-monoxide-poisoning.aspx
https://www.travelers.com/resources/home/safety/how-to-prevent-carbon-monoxide-poisoning.aspx
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Bowling Green State University 
selected IPS as the Construction 
Manager at Risk for the Centrex 
Electrical Load Center Project.  
This project is part of an ongoing 
campus electrical modernization 
program. The program includes 
elimination of two (2) Electrical 
Load Centers and the conversion 
of key campus buildings from 
4.16kV power delivery to 12.47kV 
power delivery serving the east 
campus area and central academic 
core.  

The removal of the 4.16kV load 
centers will upgrade the electrical 

distribution feeders and 
transformers to nine (9) key 
academic, residence life, and 
athletic buildings, and will allow 
Harshman Residence Hall to be 
demolished as planned for and 

described per the Campus 
Master Plan. 

This project consists of 
converting primary electrical 
feeders from 4.16kV to 
12.47kV for (1) Fine Arts 
Building (2 feeds), (2) Mileti 
Alumni Center, (3) Kreischer 
Quadrangle, (4) Ice Arena, 
(5) Perry Stadium, (6) 
Business Administration, (7) 
Olscamp Hall, (8) Education 
and (9) Memorial Hall. Upon 
completing the conversions  

IPS removed the existing 4.16kV 
load centers located in Ice Arena 
and Perry Stadium.  

In addition IPS, re-fed Conklin Hall 
from a different switch, and 
provided new feeds from existing 
and new primary switches to serve 
new, more energy-efficient 
building transformers.   

IPS and the design firm were 
selected at the same time so they 
could work closely with Value 
Engineering and Constructability 
Reviews. This collaboration paid 
huge dividends saving BGSU over 
$2 million dollars from their initial 
budget. This savings is now being 
used to fund additional 
infrastructure projects throughout 
the BGSU campus.  

IPS Saves over $2 million on the BGSU Centrex Electrical 
Load Center Project 
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In 2017 Energy Developments began 
construction on a Landfill Gas to 
Energy (LFGTE) Power Station in 
Georgetown, Ohio, just east of 
Cincinnati. The LFGTE facility has a 
generating capacity of 4.8 MW.  
Renewable power generated from 
this facility is sold to AMP OHIO via 
interstate transmission lines. IPS was 
selected by EDI to perform as the 
Construction Manager for the LFGTE 
Power Station project. The 
construction contract also included 
site improvements of approximately 
1/3 acre. Within the site, a pre-

engineered metal building 
was constructed to house 
the (3) CAT 3520 landfill 
gas powered generator 
sets, and electrical 
switchgear. The balance 
of the site is consumed by 
the transformer yard, 
HVAC units, engine 
radiators, engine exhaust 
structure, landfill gas 
conditioning/compression 
equipment, and office trailer. IPS 
managed local contractors for all 

 civil, electrical, mechanical, 
equipment setting and general trades 
work. 

 

IPS Helps Turn Landfill Gas into Cash in Brown County 

 
Industrial Power Systems has been recognized by 
Engineering News Record (ENR) magazine as one of 
the nation’s top specialty contractors.  In the latest 
survey, IPS was ranked #371 among 600 specialty 
contracting firms listed.   
 
“We are thrilled to again be included on ENR’s list of 
top US Specialty Contractors,” said Kevin Gray, Chief 
Executive Officer of IPS.  “Delivering a quality project 
to our customers is key to the success of IPS.  This 
recognition from ENR is a sign that we are doing 
things right.”  
 
ENR is considered one of the top magazines of the 
construction industry.  Annual specialty contractor 
rankings are based on market revenue data 
provided by participating firms. Results are 
published in the Top 600 Specialty Contractor issue.  
For more information on ENR or the ranking process 
visit www. enr.com. 
  

IPS Ranked #371 on the 
ENR 2017 List of Top 600 
Specialty Contractors 

 

 
IPS Proudly Sponsors Acoustics 
for Autism 2018!  
This was the 11th year for this 
charity event held in Maumee, 
OH and run 100% by volunteers 
so all proceeds go to families 
affected by Autism in the 
Toledo Area. 

 

 

IPS Run Team 2017 runs in the 
Miracle on Main St. Sylvania, OH 
Holiday 5K 
 

http://www.enr.com/
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