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IPS to Build First Plastics-to-Fuel 

Plant in the Nation

Just east of I-69 in Ashley, Indiana, IPS 
is transforming what was recently your 
everyday cornfield into the nation’s 
first refinery to process discarded 
plastics into fuels and wax on a 
commercial scale. 

Since fall 2018, IPS has been 

partnering with the owner of the 

facility, California based BME Energy, 

to engineer, procure, and manage the 

construction of the entire 40-acre 

plant including a 120,000 square-foot 

facility from greenfield to ready-to-sell 

fuel and wax. 

Every year the facility will convert 
100,000 tons of plastic waste into 18 
million gallons of ultra-low sulfur 
diesel and naphtha blend stocks and 
nearly 6 million gallons of commercial 
grade wax.  The process will utilize 
plastics that are otherwise not easily 
recycled such as plastic film, flexible 
packing, Styrofoam, and children’s toys 
- waste that would have otherwise 

reached the end of its life cycle.  At a 
time when China recently started 
refusing American recyclables and US 
companies and communities are 
scrambling to find new buyers for their 
recyclables, BME’s technology 
promises to turn what may have 
otherwise ended up in our nation’s 
oceans, waterways, and landfills into a 
reusable resource.  

IPS is on schedule to deliver the fully 
functioning plant, to BME by August 
2020 – at which time the fuels are to 
be sold and distributed throughout the 
petroleum market by British 
Petroleum.  The facility is expected to 
create over 180 full-time 
manufacturing jobs for the Ashley, 
Indiana community. 
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New Safety Incentive Program Starts Out Strong 
Congratulations go out to the following IPS employees for adhering to safety procedures at our Cleveland Cliffs job site. 
The names that were selected include: 

Week 1 

Stanley Copeland 

Lewis Hastings 

Donald Havorka 

Michael J. Hoffman 

Brett Tesch 

Week 2 

Matthew J. Brenner 

Jeremiah A. Coleman 

Daniel P. Flowers 

Michael J. Hoffman 

James A. Pfeifer 

Week 3 

Lee Johnson 

Josh Rollins 

Levi Rucker 

Week 4 

Jared Eversole 

Meg Groom 

Derrick Hough  

Matthew Richardson 

Charles Young 

Week 5 

Jeffery Blanks  

Duane Heard 

Matt Lambert 

Hastings Lewis 

Den Swan 

 

 

 

 

The weekly lists were drawn randomly from a pool of employees with the following criteria: no recordable incidents, any 
incidents were reported IMMEDIATLEY, worked their assigned hours, and NO unexcused absences. 

IPS Becomes Corporate Partner with The University of Toledo 

IPS is pleased to announce we have recently become a Corporate Partner with the 

University of Toledo College of Engineering.  The partnership will foster a close 

relationship between IPS and UT Engineering faculty and staff.  This will help to 

ensure consistent communication between the needs of the engineering and 

construction industries with the curriculum and standards set forth in the 

classroom.  This partnership enriches student interaction with IPS to help recruit 

top-performing students at the various programs within the Engineering College.  

Recently, IPS’s President Jeremiah Johnson, Corporate Processor Phil Rauch, and 

Project Engineer Kristopher Gray represented IPS at the UT College of Engineering 

Career Expo.  The IPS recruiting group was astonished at the student interest in IPS 

and is looking forward to welcoming incoming UT interns to the IPS team. 
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 IPS was recently awarded an 
upgrade package that includes 
HVAC upgrades in three buildings 
on the Owens Community College 
campus.  

Along with this scope, were the replacements of old water 
heaters with heat exchangers in the labs of the math and 
science buildings, with modifications to the insulation in the 
mechanical room. The original condensers and coils in 
Founders Hall, which dated back to the 1970’s, were also 
replaced as well as electrical and sheet metal upgrades. 

College Hall was the third & final building to have three 
RTU’s replaced and this required IPS to have their 
electricians, pipefitters, sheet metal and service techs involved in the removal & replacement process. 

   

   

Owens Community College 
 

Industrial Power Systems Inc. Recent Hire to their Business Development Team 
 

 
Brooke Lowrie has joined the IPS Business Development 
team and is responsible for continued growth of IPS’ 
Mechanical and Electrical Divisions along with providing 
support for these business unit leaders.  

She will be responsible for seeking out new industrial M&E 
opportunities in the Northwest Ohio and Southeast 
Michigan region. Brooke will report to Jeremiah Johnson, 
President of IPS.  She has over 15 years of experience in the 
construction field with an excellent reputation for 
overseeing projects and maintaining client relationships. 

 


