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Benzene is a toxic, colorless liquid or gaseous material, has an aromatic (sweet) odor, is not soluble in water and is flammable. Benzene is a natural constituent of crude oil, and is one of the most basic petrochemicals.  It is suspected that chronic exposure to benzene may cause leukemia. Benzene is widely used in the United States. It ranks in the top 20 chemicals for production volume.
Benzene is used to make plastics, resins, and nylon and synthetic fibers, lubricants, rubbers, dyes, detergents, drugs, and pesticides.
CURRENT LABELING
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[image: image75.png]BENZENE
HEALTH (BLUE) 2 - Moderate Hazard
FLAMMABILITY (RED) 3 - Serious Hazard
REACTIVITY (VELLOW)0 - No Hazard
SPECIAL (WHITE) NONE




[image: image76.png]s
Flammable

GHS
Iritant

GHs
Carcinagen




Employees can be exposed to Benzene while: 
· Working at a refinery.

· Working at a benzene production facility.

· Direct handling of benzene-containing materials. 
· Benzene is primarily an inhalation hazard. 
· Benzene can be absorbed through the skin.
How Can You Control Your Exposure to Benzene
· Recognize work locations where Benzene may be present.

· Follow the client’s and IPS Safety Procedures for Benzene Exposure.

· Use the required PPE (personal protective equipment) including gloves, coveralls and respirators with organic vapor cartridges.

· Use ventilation to remove vapors.

· Wash your hands and face before eating, drinking or smoking.

· Maintain a clean job site.

· Contact Safety for the latest Industrial Hygiene air monitoring results for Benzene to determine the proper PPE and respiratory protection.

As always, contact the safety department if assistance is needed
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